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Sydney Grammar School*, venue for HTAA the
2016 National conference, hosted by HTA NSW.

Cathy Baron presents to teachers at the HTAWA
Source Analysis and Skills Workshop.

Welcome
A warm welcome to our second
E-Newsletter for 2016.
As the majority of us embrace the low
temperatures, we find that we move
into the busy season of professional
learning across the nation. This
year we are convening for the HTAA
National Conference in Sydney on
28th -30th September. The conference
programme looks most exciting and
the venue at Sydney Boys Grammar
School provides a central location
easily accessible via public transport.
We wish our colleagues at HTANSW
well with this event and I encourage
you all to consider attending.
In recent news, it was most exciting
to hear the Australian Professional
Teachers Association has awarded
the HTASA the Innovative Association
Award at a ceremony in North Sydney
in May. This is just one example of
the tremendous and generous work
which is occurring across the nation
through your local History Teacher
Associations. Throughout the
country, in each jurisdiction, we seem
to witness new phases of curriculum
change and refinement.

It is in this area where our
associations thrive. This is mainly
due to the essential components of
teamwork, collaboration and sharing.
At a recent presentation, Professor
John Hattie emphasised that one of
the greatest, if not the most treasured
aspect of high performing schools,
was the ability of its teachers to work
together as professionals.
If these are the hallmarks of what
improves the quality of teaching,
learning and genuine progress in
the education of young men and
women, then we as History Teachers
and more importantly as members
of History Teachers Associations find
ourselves in privileged positions with
exciting opportunities.
On behalf of the HTAA Executive team
we hope you enjoy this opportunity
to read and discover the exciting
events and achievements by your
fellow History Teachers across the
nation.
Paul Foley
President, HTAA
July 2016

* Image credit: Sydney Grammar School,
(cc-by -3.0) Sardaka, wikimedia commons
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2016 NATIONAL HISTORY CONFERENCE
Challenging History

JUNE 2016

19

at

Sydney Grammar School, College Street, Sydney
on

28–30 September 2016
Keynote Speakers
Keynote Speakers will include Dr Anne Summers AO, Mr Stan Grant, the University of Swansea’s Dr
Jo Berry, the University of Technology Sydney’s Dr Anna Clark, the Australian War Memorial’s Dr
Meleah Hampton, Mr David Boon (TAS) and Mr Malcolm Massie (SA).
Conference Presentations
Presentations inlcude: ‘Unpacking our nation’s story in the primary classroom’, ‘Powerful priorities,
easy infusions’, ‘Soft power – what really won the Cold War?’, ‘Conquering literacy and numeracy
in primary’, ‘Nazi Germany – the content v coercion debate’, ‘Women convicts and the foundational
orgy’, ‘Hurley, the artful photographer’, ‘What is a revolution?’, ‘Comparing NSW Ancient History &
Victorian Classical Studies’, ‘Australian history: an Aboriginal perspective’, ‘The Villa of the Papyri’,
‘Wiltshire-Donnelly Review – détente?’, ‘Indonesia: communism, coups & corruption’, ‘Questioning
the gospel: Honest History’s guide to the AWM’, ‘Let them eat cake’, ‘NLA’s digital classroom and
Trove’, ‘Demystifying archaeology’, ‘Lessons from Twitter, TeachMeet & Tariq Ali’, ‘The Great War at
100’, ‘Genesis of a true stolen generation’, ‘The atomic classroom’, ‘Differentiating practice’, ‘Gamifying
history in museums’, ‘Why teach Holocaust and Genocide?’, ‘Anzacs in Hellas’, ‘A Melbourne
bohemian on the Western Front’, ‘Embedding literacy’, ‘South Africa and Apartheid’, ‘Sinking the
Southern Cross’, ‘Cartoons, caricatures and historical understanding’... and many more.
Panel Sessions
‘Pre-service, casual and early career teaching’, ‘Educating history teachers’, ‘Evaluating the AC:H’
The program will also include Excursions, Show & Tell displays and a Conference Dinner.
Program and Registration
Full details, program and registration will be available on the Conference Webpage from mid-late June:

www.htansw.asn.au/pd/htaa-national-conference
Conference Supporters
HTANSW would like to acknowledge our Conference Partner, Sydney Living Museums.
At Sydney Living Museums your students
will discover past lives, events and stories
in the places where they actually unfolded.
Book your excursion today!

HTANSW would also like to acknowledge the generous support of Sydney Grammar School, Academy Travel,
the Consul General of Greece and the National Maritime Museum.
History Teachers Association of NSW is a QTC endorsed provider of Registered professional development
for the maintenance of Proficient Teacher Accreditation in NSW.
Scope of endorsement: Australian Professional Standards for Teachers at the level of Proficient Teacher.
Standards 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7 & Standard Descriptor 4.1.2 for History related professional development.
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Calendar
The calendar is a monthly guide to what is coming up in 2016. Events are subject to change. The HTAA website includes a
calendar of events for professional learning opportunities across Australia hosted by state and territory HTA’s.

July

August

4 – 8 Australian Historical Association Conference
20 – 21 HTAV Annual Conference
22 HTAWA Stories of Place
23 HTANSW Estelle Lazer P&H Seminar, North Paramatta
25 HTANSW Estelle Lazer P&H Seminar, Newcastle
27 HTANSW Estelle Lazer P&H Seminar, Canberra
30 HTAWA PL Unit 3 and 4 Ancient History

3 THTA “A Voyage into the Past” launch, Maritime
Museum of Tasmania
6 HTAWA WA History in the Year 4-6 HASS Curriculum
11 ACTHTA “History in the Pub”
13 THTA conference, University of Tasmania, Launceston
campus
25 Sense of Place Noongar Culture, Piney Lakes, Perth
26 National History Challenge entries close
26 HTASA Conference, State Library of S.A., North Terrace,
Adelaide
26 HTANSW Introduction to History Extension, Sydney

September

October

3 HTAWA Unit 3 and 4 Resource Sharing PL
28 – 30 HTAA National Conference, Sydney Grammar

21 HTAV Middle Years Conference
21 Sense of Place Noongar Culture, Kings Park, Perth

November

December

11 Simpson Prize entries close

3 HTANSW Head to Start to Extension, Macquarie
University

Competitions
The Simpson Prize

National History Challenge

ENTRIES CLOSE: 11 November 2016
A competition for Year 9 and 10 students
The 2017 Simpson Prize Question
requires students to respond to
the question using both the 2017
Simpson Prize Australian War
Memorial Source Selection and their
own use of a minimum of three of the
sources. It is also expected that up to
half of their response will make use of information drawn
from their own knowledge and research.
Entries via www.simpsonprize.org

The National History Challenge
(NHC) is an exciting contest that
encourages students to use
research and inquiry- based
learning to discover more
about the past. Students are
the historians. They can investigate their community,
explore their own and their family’s past and consider
ideas throughout history. The NHC encourages the use
of primary styles. It rewards students with generous cash
prizes and travel opportunities.
The theme for the National History Challenge in 2016
is “Triumph or Tragedy?”. All entries must incorporate a
response to the theme.
Students may use one of the following formats:
Individual Research Essay, Museum Exhibit or Other.
NEW in 2016! Primary students up to and including Year 4
may now enter the NHC!
Entries via www.historychallenge.org.au
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Simpson Prize Report
T: 03 9417 3422
E: simpson.prize@htav.asn.au
W: www.simpsonprize.org
It has been an intense past few months for the Simpson Prize. After the elevation of security
warnings in March/April 2016 regarding travel to Turkey, France and Belgium, a decision was
reached that the Simpson Prize would not be travelling to any of these destinations in any
capacity in 2016.
Consequently, the 2016 Simpson Prize Study Tour will now visit Vietnam and will incorporate the Official Long Tan 50th
Anniversary Commemoration Ceremony on 18th August 2016. The Tour will be held 11 – 21 August 2016, visiting specific
locations where the Australian military forces operated between 1962-1972. These will include visits to the following
locations: Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), Mekong Delta, Cu Chi, Vung Tau, Nui Dat and Long Tan.
It is worth emphasizing the importance of the commemorative significance of this particular Simpson Prize Tour as the
chaperones and students will also be present at the Official Long Tan 50th Anniversary Commemoration Ceremony. The
ceremony will occur at 4.00 p.m. which is exactly the same time of the day when events unfolded on 18th August 1966.
The Tour will be led by Mr. Michael Kelly, Official War Historian, Australian War Memorial.
A great deal of effort and time has been invested in ensuring the commemorative and learning experience of the Simpson
Prize Tour Group in 2016 is of the same outstanding quality as in every other year of this esteemed competition.
The 2017 Simpson Prize question has attracted widespread interest and support. The closing date for the Simpson Prize
2017 is Remembrance Day, 11th November 2016. I ask you all to encourage your students to embrace this exceptional
competition with its diverse, powerful and moving sources.
Kind Regards,
Paul Foley
Chair, Simpson Prize

Simpson Prize chaperones Cendall Cowan and
Charleen Conroy with Paul Foley, HTAA President

Simpson Prize winners 2016
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Primary Report
E: mwhiteley@ais.wa.edu.au
W: Primary History Teachers Australia
Since the release of the Australian Curriculum in 2010, when the conversations around history as a discrete discipline in
primary classrooms were very topical and rigorous, we are now embracing the return of a more interdisciplinary Humanities
and Social Sciences (HASS) focus in many states and territories across Australia. Adding to the new HASS curriculum, which
is especially challenging for Year 5 and 6 teachers with the recent addition of the Civics/Citizenship and Economics/Business
component, is also the Science, Technologies, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) movement or as in many primary
classrooms, STE[A]M with Arts integration, playing a more visible role.
So what has happened to History in primary classrooms? From my observations, I am pleased to report that the initial drive
to ‘upskill’ primary teachers with historical knowledge, understandings and skills, has proven very beneficial as we now
continue to see many primary teachers using History ‘as the driver’ for their interdisciplinary projects. This is mostly due to
the ongoing efforts of the various HTA affiliates in providing quality Professional Learning inclusive of the primary years. In
many instances, this includes the successful collaboration with other subject associations and cultural organisations, being
the key to attracting more primary teachers.
However, perhaps the most successful engagement of Primary teachers on a national level has been through social media,
in particular the recently introduced Primary History Teachers Australia Facebook group, which now has 435 members.
This closed group was created earlier this year in February, as a forum for Primary teachers to share all things ‘historically’
useful for the teaching and learning of History and History-related HASS in Australia. Essentially, this might include year level
programs, resources, sharing of interdisciplinary ideas, professional learning opportunities, excursions and incursions.
To join this group, you must be a teacher, pre-service teacher, tertiary educator, GLAM educator (working in the cultural
sector: Galleries, Libraries, Archives, Museums) or an education consultant working with teachers in schools. Due to the
nature of this ‘closed group’, there is strictly no direct advertising or marketing of commercial products however, within the
context of a conversation, teachers are free to recommend resources, clearly stating the curriculum links and year level.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/227124067627734/
Here’s a snapshot of some recent posts and conversations:

A teacher seeking ideas to teach
‘Then and Now’
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Primary Report (continued)

Year 4 STE[A]M project based on research
of a local, significant person.
YouTube - https://goo.gl/rlNrsC

State Library WA – Education program

http://goo.gl/cJ230W Blogging - History,
Geography, Literacy, Technology.

Upcoming Professional Learning
HTAA Conference Primary sessions –Wed 28 Sept

Join us in Sydney 28-30 September for the HTAA National Conference. Wednesday 28 September is the designated Primary
day, with special registration rates, but every day has amazing sessions to indulge your passion for all things historical.
I’m looking forward to attending and meeting some of our primary network there. Here is a sample of the quality primary
sessions on offer:
PRIMARY: A Framework for working historically with Primary
students

Challenging History in the Primary Years?

Dr Kay Carroll, CEO Broken Bay, Sasha Jessop, Australian Catholic
University

With the introduction of the HASS curriculum some teachers may
feel that History as a discipline is being challenged. With limited
hours in the teaching day and demands to cover content across
all areas, teachers must make connections between History and
other areas of the curriculum both inside and outside HASS. While
doing this the challenge is to ensure that History retains its integrity
as a discipline. Connections have to be made to other curriculum
areas through natural conceptual links in the case of areas such
as Geography and Science and through linking to areas such as
Maths and English to develop the skills of historical inquiry. This
presentation will seek to challenge entrenched notions of when
History can be studied during the school day in primary schools
and explore how learning time from areas such as Maths and
English can justifiably be used for Historical inquiry.

A hands on workshop designed to outline the rationale for using
historical inquiry skills and concepts with primary History syllabus,
as well as some practical workshop time to develop useful scaffolds
and classroom ready teaching resources. Participants will be
working to develop historical questioning, inquiry processes,
engaging with the AC: History key historical concepts and working
to understand and engage with history as a ‘disciplined process of
inquiry’. Source analysis, artefact analysis and links to key concepts
and skills for primary history will be explored, with a particular
focus on significance and contestability. Teachers could come
prepared to consider units they would like to work with.

David Boon, Albuera Primary School, Hobart, Tasmania

Resources
Primary History - Australian Curriculum Topics: http://www.scoop.it/t/primary-history-australian-curriculum-topics
Global Citizenship: http://www.scoop.it/t/global-citizenship
In the next HTAA e-Bulletin we hope to showcase a range of primary History teaching and learning from around Australia. Are
your students having fun with their historical inquiry? Please join the Primary History Teachers Australia Facebook page and
share your highlights and ideas. Or contact me directly via email mwhiteley@ais.wa.edu.au or Twitter @mareewhiteley
Maree Whiteley – HTAA Primary Years Consultant
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Australian Capital Territory
E: aparry49@gmail.com
W: acthta.wikispaces.com
ACTHTA remains an active, though very small, association and has continued our efforts
with professional learning and the NHC in 2016. I would like to express particular thanks to
my committee, for all their hard work and assistance to me this year. We enjoy close and
productive relationships with our national institutions, whose representatives continue to be
key figures in our activities throughout the year. We thank them for their efforts and practical
support. They are invaluable in our professional learning programs for local teachers.
Our first session for 2016 was held on March 17th at the National Library of Australia. Teachers were able to visit stalls by our
wonderful supporters here (DVA, NMA, NAA, AWM, MoADOPH and NLA itself) and hear “speed dating” type presentations on
all the wonderful resources they have to offer. All of the institutions had a focus on how their resources could assist teachers
to enter the National History Challenge, which was officially launched at this afternoon. We were also able to:* show teachers what entering the competition can do, as a promoter of excellence and the culmination of a term’s work in
primary etc
* suggest some curriculum strands which would match the 2016 NHC topic
* offer a support service for extra help with ideas, logistics, form filling etc
Our participation in the National History Challenge has subsequently shown a definite increase, particularly amongst
primary schools .
We also ran an information stall at the Australian Catholic University in April to inform pre-service teachers of the work done
by the association, with quite a few taking up our offer of free membership.
Teachers have requested subsequent sessions be held at their schools, which we are considering, as a way of reaching out
to teachers having difficulties attending meetings. We are also experimenting with different formulas for meetings with our
August one becoming “History at the Pub” for drinks after a moderation day and a speaker from Honest History to initiate
some interesting discussion.
Our most recent session this year was held at Old Parliament House, in May, with speakers from both MoADOPH and the
Australian National Maritime Museum discussing resources and programs with enthusiastic primary teachers.

National Archives of Australia stall

Department of Veterans’ Affairs stall
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New South Wales
T: 02 9518 4940
W: www.htansw.asn.au
Professional Development is top of the NSW HTA agenda for this half year. There was the usual
large turnout for our Stage 6 Day in February and a good attendance too at the Beginning
Teachers’ Day held this year at the Sydney University Nicholson and Macleay Museums.
May is the month for our regional PD events, ably organised this year by our new regional
PD convenor, Robyn McKenzie. This year on consecutive Fridays we visited Newcastle,
Wollongong and Young. Our visits are always well attended by our country colleagues – and
this year once again, as part of the program, we conducted pilot HSC marking workshops to skill up teachers for HSC
marking – which is now almost fully on-line.
A very promising innovation in our delivery of PD is the introduction of after school programs for our primary teaching
colleagues. Kate Cameron and Jenny Lawless are the architects and purveyors of these events – popular with K-6 teachers,
especially with the mandatory implementation of the History strand of the K-6 HSIE curriculum in 2016.
Estelle Lazer, ‘Indiana Bones’, our resident forensic expert on the human remains of Pompeii will conduct a speaking tour
of Sydney and regional venues during July. Estelle’s tour will be sponsored by Academy Travel. Academy Travel is also
sponsoring the visit of the well-known Pompeii specialist, Dr Joanne Berry from Swansea University and Associate Professor
Nigel Pollard for a series of rural seminars prior to the HTAA national conference in September. Dates and venues for the
latter tour are yet to be confirmed. For these details and also the program for our National Conference to be held at Sydney
Grammar between 28-30 September, keep an eye on HTA’s website: www.htansw.asn.au.
Best wishes to all for the remainder of the academic year!
Toni Hurley
HTANSW President

The gathering at HTANSW’s recent Rural
Professional Learning Day in Young

Primary After School Professional Learning,
Newcastle East Public School, May 2016

‘Indiana Bones’ Estelle Lazer, as depicted in
the Nicholson Museum’s Lego Pompeii
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Queensland
T: 07 3254 3342
E: qhta@qhta.com.au
W: qhta.com.au
The first six months of 2016 has been highly successful for QHTA. We began our year
with our AGM where we welcomed in the Executive Committee for 2016 and launched
the National History Challenge. One of the highlights of our school year program are the
Senior Ancient and Modern History Student Seminars. Dr Tom Stevenson and Dr Caillan Davenport, from the University
of Queensland, travelled from Brisbane to Toowoomba, the Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast to speak to students about
interpretations of ancient written and visual sources. Dr Andrew Bonnell, also from the University of Queensland, and
Dr Brian Hoepper undertook a ‘road show’ with their Modern History seminars from Townsville, Mackay, Rockhampton,
Bundaberg, the Sunshine Coast, Brisbane and the Gold Coast. Dr Bonnell presented an engaging seminar about Nazi
Germany and the role of ordinary citizens within the regime, while Dr Hoepper challenged students to make connections
between past historical events and modern terrorism.
On the 25th of June the QHTA State Conference was held at Brisbane Girls Grammar School and challenged delegates to
consider the role of history education in the 21st century. The conference began with the launch of the Dr Cowie Excellence
in History Education Award which aims to recognise Teaching, which is characterised by deep knowledge, passion and
pedagogical skill, widely recognised as inspiring student interest and learning within the discipline of history, in addition to
sustained and outstanding contribution to the professional learning of those in QHTA, its student programs or publications.
This memorial award is named for Dr Cowie in recognition of his immense contribution to history education in Queensland
where he was a teacher of high school students, university students, and teachers, and a writer of many texts.
The Conference continued with a fascinating keynote presented by Dr Tom Stevenson who spoke to about ancient
migration movements and made connections to the migration and refugee issues of current day. Workshops and seminars
presented throughout the day covered a wide of range of topics which supported the work of primary and secondary
students, pedagogy, ICT, and historical skills. The Conference Committee is indebted to all our presenters, trades and
delegates for ensuring the conference was such a success. We look forward to seeing you all again in 2017.
Pip Macdonald
QHTA President

Dr Russell Cowie

Associate Professor Tom Stevenson,
keynote speaker at the QHTA Conference

Sandra Kenman and Brian Hoepper
at the QHTA Conference
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South Australia
E: paul.foley@loreto.sa.edu.au
W: www.htasa.org.au
I am thrilled to inform you that the HTASA has gained a national prize as one of three teacher
Associations across Australia to be awarded the ‘Innovative Association Award’ in North Sydney.
The Prize was presented, on our behalf, to CEASA Executive Director Simon Fitzpatrick. The
Prizes are an annual event conducted by APTA (Australian Professional Teacher Association).
The panel recognised the HTASA’s engagement with the community, pre-service teachers, and
universities. In addition, it also celebrated our sharing of teaching methodology and use of ICT. In many ways it a welcome
acknowledgement of the committee and other generous HTASA members who have collectively contributed to presenting
at workshops on Saturday mornings in both urban Adelaide and regional centres. Congratulations HTASA!
We are now in the fine tuning stages of the HTASA Annual State Conference on Friday August 26th, 2016. We will once more
convene at the State Library of South Australia. This year we will have a particular focus on the new Senior SACE History
Curriculum. The curriculum will provide more opportunities than ever to examine the modern history of the Asia-Pacific
Region. It is therefore most fitting that our keynote speaker this year will be the Governor of South Australia His Excellency
the Honourable Mr Hieu Van Le. His Excellency will share his life story from war-ravaged Vietnam to Government House.
Finally, we the HTASA, recognise we are embarking on an exciting journey supporting our members over the next two years
with the implementation of the new senior SACE History Curriculum. We are most grateful for how accommodating and
consultative the SACE Board has been in the process. History Teachers were asked to contribute from across South Australia
and the Northern Territory. No doubt there will be challenges and questions but we will respond and support each other
through both collaboration and sharing. It is of no surprise that these are the fundamental principles and practices which
underpin all of our work here at the HTASA.
Paul Foley
President, HTASA

Dr Martin Polkinghorne,
Flinders University of South Australia

His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC,
Governor of South Australia
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Tasmania
E: wendy.frost@education.tas.gov.au
W: www.tasmanian-history-teachers-association.org
The National History Challenge has been launched at two functions in April; a Saturday morning
get-together and a workshop at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery (TMAG). Both sessions
have generated a good level of interest and were well attended. The workshop at TMAG, supported
in part by THTA using NHC launch funds, provided a great opportunity for attendees to learn some
new skills related to creating and preserving oral histories.
The THTA are pleased to announce the launch of A voyage into the past. Developed by the THTA’s David Boon for the
Maritime Museum of Tasmania, the program will support the teaching of local colonial History in Years 3 and 5. A voyage
into the past is being launched at the Maritime Museum of Tasmania at 4.30 pm on 3rd August. The resource is available at
http://www.maritimetas.org/resources/newsletters/voyage-past-learning-program
The THTA has proudly supported the work of our North-West Cluster, led by Dione Parker, and the Tunnerminnerwait
Project in applying for and successfully obtaining a community grant to raise awareness, educate and honour the story of
Tunnerminnerwait, an Indigenous man from the Cape Grim region. The ‘A Shared History-The Tunnerminnerwait Project,
Bringing His Story Home’ will work closely with the local Circular Head Aboriginal Corporation and High Schools in the NW
area focusing on a not widely known history; that of resistance against European invasion and its impact within the context
of 19th Century Tasmanian ‘contact’/ ‘frontier’ history.
Final touches to the program for our annual conference are underway. We are looking forward to some thought provoking
workshops focussing on the theme Teaching ‘difficult’ histories in Tasmania. The conference will be held at the
Launceston Campus of the University of Tasmania on Saturday 13th August. Full details will be published on our Facebook
page and website as they are released.
Wendy Frost
THTA President
THTA Annual Conference 2016
Saturday 13 August 2016
Sir Raymond Ferrall Centre,
Newnham Campus of the
University of Tasmania
(Launceston)

Theme: Teaching Australia’s
‘Difficult’ History in Tasmania

A Voyage into the Past resource

THTA Conference
Image credit: Governor Davey’s [sic - actually Governor Arthur]
Proclamation to the Aborigines, 1816 [sic actually c.1828-30],
Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales
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Victoria
T: 08 6102 2594
E: admin@htav.asn.au
W: htav.asn.au
The middle of the year is always a busy time for HTAV with the Annual Conference. This year’s conference ‘History Makers’
has a focus on the new Victorian Curriculum as well as the usual selection of sessions to address the wide range of history
skills and knowledge.
As well as the Annual Conference, the Primary Conference which HTAV offers in conjunction with the Geography Teachers’
Association of Victoria continues to attract teachers from both disciplines to professional learning which challenges and
inspires. HTAV values its connection with GTAV and both associations recognise the importance of developing the discrete
skills of history and geography disciplines to ensure the continued rigour of both as independent yet connected subjects.
As with all the HTAs, HTAV continues to embrace, and take most seriously, its role in being an association for the whole of
Victoria. In August the association will be ‘on the road’ for the ‘History Enrichment Program’ in Gipplsand, in October we
will head north to Wodonga and Shepparton for ‘Solving the Crowded Curriculum’, and November those sessions will be
repeated in Warrnambool on the west coast.
November will also see the exciting professional learning event ‘Digging Deeper into Victorian Collections’, in which teachers
will have the opportunity to work with experts from the State Library of Victoria, the Shrine of Remembrance, and the
Melbourne Museum in taking part in hands-on experiences at each of the three cultural institutions.
HTAV continues to enjoy wide support from the community of history teachers, and historical institutions, in Victoria. The
staff, board, and members are all passionate about supporting and promoting quality history education which makes being
a part of such a community so rewarding for all.
For our professional learning calendar, go to http://www.htav.asn.au/professional- learning/professional-learning-calendar
Ashley Wood
HTAV President

Dr Brendan Nelson Keynote speaker HTAV Conference 2016
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Western Australia
T: 08 6102 2594
E: info@htawa.org.au
W: htawa.org.au
My goodness, you can’t help but learn interesting stuff if you are a WA History teacher! The dedicated (and at times
exhausted) HTAWA committee have been facilitating lots of professional learning over the past few months, with more to
come.
2016 has been a busy time for WA HASS/ History teachers. We had new senior secondary courses introduced last year for
Year 11 for tertiary bound students (ATAR ) and non-tertiary bound students (General), in both Ancient History and Modern
History. This year we therefore have four new Year 12 courses, thus we have been busy supporting WA teachers across the
state with the roll out of this, through advice, resources and professional learning opportunities.
A key focus has been holding ‘bring and share sessions’ for each context in each course to help teachers develop their
resources, assessments and teaching programs. This complements the workshop we ran on ATAR source analysis skills, held
in conjunction with our Senior School student seminar days (with over 400 students). At the same time, we held an Ancient
History General source analysis workshop as these teachers were facing their first ever EST (Externally Standardised Task).
In May we held an Ancient Egypt PL event with former teacher and archaeologist Heather Tunmore sharing her experiences.
Alex Kopp, WA Museum education officer and HTAWA committee member presented PL for primary teachers on Exploring
Explorers and Snapshots of Suitcase stories.
In June, things don’t slow down. On top of our Year 12 workshops, we have PL on teaching historical inquiry skills with
a National History Challenge focus (with separate workshops for both primary and secondary), the South West Regional
PL day, run in conjunction with GAWA and Cape Naturalist TDS, HTAWA Primary Vice President Maree Whiteley is running
her Stories of Place Conference, Crystal Wieringa has been busy supporting teachers with secondary history through the
Kelmscott TDS and that’s all before the end of Term 2.
The awesome HTAWA committee have worked really hard, with all members going above and beyond to support WA
teachers in preparation of for the new mandated WA curriculum (P-10) and the roll out of our new upper school course. All I
can say is that in WA, History teachers are very lucky to have this band of volunteer History superstars!
Cathy Baron
HTAWA President

HTAWA committee members helping out at
the Senior Student Revision Seminar

Cathy Baron presents to teachers at the
Source Analysis and Skills Workshop

Ian Murray shares his knowledge on the NHC
with teachers at the Inquiry Skills workshop
using past entries from WA students
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